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August 27, 2008

Re: CCGPP Progress Report

At this time I would like to provide you a progress report on the current activities of the CCGPP.

As you know the CCGPP continues to pursue its initial project of developing literature syntheses on the various anatomic regions defined in our initial project.  Those literature syntheses are progressing as anticipated and all are nearing completion.
Currently, there are two chapters posted on the Internet at www.ccgpp.org for public commentary.  The “Lower Extremity Conditions” chapter was posted on June 15, 2008 for a 60 day public comment period, closing August 15, 2008.  “Soft Tissue, Part 3: Tendinopathies” was initially posted on August 1, 2008 and is also open for public commentary until November 1, 2008.

The chapter on the thoracic spine is currently nearing completion and is hoped to be posted later this fall.  After substantive literature review, the cervical spine team has elected to adopt new guidelines recently released and based on the latest available literature. They will be presenting their report in September, 2008. A report addressing diagnostic imaging guidelines is also scheduled to be released in the near future.

The CCGPP did complete its Delphi consensus process regarding chiropractic low back care.  Its report, “Chiropractic Management of Low Back Conditions”, was also posted on the Internet on June 15, 2008 for a 60 day public comment period.  That policy has, in part, been subsequently referenced in the Occupational Disability Guidelines (ODG), resulting in commensurate changes to that document.

As mentioned in our last report, Dr. Hawk, CCGPP Research Commission Chair, has arranged to have the completed chapters published in the Journal of Manipulation and Physiological Therapeutics (JMPT).  The November/December 2008 issue will be dedicated to publishing those literature synthesis chapters, which will make them available in the worldwide database of searchable health literature.  

The Rapid Response Team continues to be active.  Currently, they are assisting the ACA Insurance Committee in addressing the Milliman (formerly Milliman and Roberts) Guidelines as they apply to chiropractic care.  That team is trying to schedule meetings currently.  As we did with United Health Care, the CCGPP is attempting to revise Tufts Health Plan determination to deny coverage for chiropractic care of pediatric patients and those suffering from headaches.  To date, our requests have been declined.  However, we continue to search for the additional evidence necessary to overturn those policies, as CCGPP feels they are not based on available and accurate evidence.
The Rapid Response Team also provided assistance to the ACA Insurance Committee as they provided background information to the New York Attorney General regarding proper application of guidelines and dosaging, relative to an investigation into the payment policies of a third-party payer. Additional requests have been considered and/or are being currently worked on.

For example, the CCGPP has been contacted directly by the New York Chiropractic Association (NYCA) for assistance in developing guidelines for utilization in their workers compensation program. They are looking for logistical direction to accomplish this goal, based on our success in a similar process in the California’s workers compensation system. This is a boding trend that is continuing to arise in various states across the nation. The CCGPP is currently considering this request.

Finally, the CCGPP would like to thank the ACA for its continued support for the incorporation of evidence into the practice of chiropractic. Please let us know if we can be of further assistance.

In summary,

1) Literature Syntheses

A) Introduction




completed

B) Methods





completed
C) Low Back





completed


D) Nonmusculoskeletal/Special Populations
completed
E) Upper Extremity




completed
F) Soft Tissue




posted
G) Neck





in process

H) Thoracic Spine




in process
  I)  Lower Extremity




posted

 J)  Subluxation




in process

2)  Reports


 A)  Imaging





in process


 B)  Neck





in process

3)  Rapid Response Team




active

4)  Delphi Process





completed
5)  DIER Process





ongoing

If you have additional questions, please feel free to contact me.

Yours in health,
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Dr. Mark D. Dehen

CCGPP Chair
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